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12:00 p.m. 

1400 W. Washington, Suite 240 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular session of the Arizona State Board of Psychologist Examiners Rules Committee was called to order by 
Dr. Mellott at 12:03 p.m. on June 6, 2014.  No Executive Sessions were held. 

 
2.  ROLL CALL 

 
Committee Members Present     Staff Present                                          
Ramona Mellott, Ph.D., Chair            Dr. Cindy Olvey - Executive Director 
Bob Bohanske, Ph.D.             Haylee Poncy, Intern 
John DiBacco, Ph.D.  
 
Committee Members Absent Attorney General’s Office 
Frederick S. Wechsler, Ph.D., Psy.D., ABPP  Jeanne Galvin, Assistant Attorney General 
 

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 25, 2014, MEETING 
 
 Dr. DiBacco made one typographical correction to the minutes.  Bohanske moved to approve the minutes from 

the April 25, 2014, meeting as corrected; motion seconded by Dr. DiBacco.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
4.  DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION, POSSIBLE ACTION PERTAINING TO CORRESPONDENCE 

RECEIVED FROM FAREN AKINS RECOMMENDING CHANGES TO STATUTES AND RULES –  
 
    The Committee considered each of the following recommendations pertaining to rules made by Dr. Akins in a 

letter dated January 9, 2013.  Dr. Akins also recommended changes to statute that were previously considered 
by the Board.   

 
1.   Change to R4-26-106 Client Records to make this section consistent with Arizona Revised Statute 

Section 32-2061(13)(cc).   The Committee noted that changes proposed in the draft rules will 
make this section consistent with the statute.   
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2.   Update the reference to the American Psychological Association’s (APA) Ethical Principles of 

Psychologists and Code of Conduct in R4-26-301 to include the two amendments incorporated by 
APA in 2010.   The Committee noted that adopting the two amendments may have an adverse 
effect on psychologists in the military.  The Committee agreed with a previous decision by the 
Committee to recommend that the Board not adopt the two amendments.    

 
3.   Add language to R4-26-305 Confidentiality of Investigative Materials that would specify verbal 

disclosures of confidential records or materials are prohibited.  In addition, Dr. Akins posed a 
question pertaining to whether the wording would allow a licensee to explain the significant 
details of a complaint to an employer, insurance panel carrier, malpractice insurance carrier, or 
judge in a forensic case.  The Committee expressed that the wording of the rules, which indicates 
a psychologist shall not disclose confidential records already implies verbal and well as written 
disclosure.  In addition, disclosure of complaint information to the licensee’s malpractice 
insurance carrier is already allowable. 

 
4.   Revise the rules regarding continuing education (R4-26-207) to be consistent with A.R.S. §25-

406(C)(3), which prescribes continuing education for individuals, including psychologists, who 
work in family law.  The Committee agreed that it would not recommend that the Board change 
rules to align with family law continuing education requirements because the Board does not 
license a specialty in forensic psychologist and not all psychologists practice in the family court 
arena.   

 
5.   Establish non-treatment, forensic records retention requirements in R4-26-106 Client Records.  

The Committee agreed not to recommend the Board change the rules to address forensic records 
retention as the Board does not issue a specialty license in the area of forensic psychologist.   

 
  
The Committee asked that Board staff contact Dr. Akins to inform him that the Committee would forward his 
recommendations to the full Board.  The Committee expressed appreciation to Dr. Akins for his research and 
recommendations.  
 
 
5.  DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION, AND POSSIBLE ACTION PERTAINING TO ITEMS IN 

FOLLOW UP TO THE APRIL 25, 2014, COMMITTEE MEETING INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO:  

 
• Process for documentation of continuing education for serving as a member of the Arizona Board 

of Psychologist Examiners 
 

Dr. Olvey provided an overview of the matter. The Committee discussed the possibility of members 
having a separate piece of documentation for their personal files, to keep track of their continuing 
education credits. It was decided that this procedure would have many benefits, especially for those 
practitioners who have multiple continuing education quotas to fulfill. The Committee also clarified in-
person Board meetings qualify for credit.  
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• Foreign Graduates (A.A.C. R4-26-211) 
 

The Committee reviewed changes since the last meeting.  In addition to including the International 
Handbook of Universities and the Commonwealth Universities Yearbook as sources to determine if a 
specific foreign university is acceptable to the Board, the Committee discussed and decided to include the 
phrase, “or another source acceptable to the Board,” to prevent potential discrepancies.  

 
• APPIC Training Standards 
 

Dr. Olvey requested clarification pertaining consideration of those APPIC Training Standards that address 
the questions posed in the Draft Survey for Training Directors. The Committee debated the merits of 
adopting the APPIC standards versus redefining some of the current rules pertaining to internships. 
Members specifically discussed the language pertaining to the supervision qualifications and internships, 
and the possibility of making it clearer.  Some members inquired about differences between current 
APPIC standards and Board standards. The Committee deferred a decision on the guidelines, pending 
research on the APPIC standards in place during the current rule’s creation.  

 
• Draft Survey of Training Directors regarding Supervision (including discussion of instructions) 

(A.R.S. §32-2071) 
 

The Committee approved the preliminary launch of the pilot survey.  The Executive Director was asked to 
contact each Committee member to submit three names of individuals to receive the survey.  

   
• Clarification of supervisor’s clinical responsibility when supervision is ordered as discipline 
 

The Committee considered and made further revisions to a draft rule pertaining to the responsibility of the 
supervisor when supervision is ordered by the Board as discipline.   

 
• Definitions (A.A.C. R4-26-101) 

 
o Applied psychology (A.R.S. §32-2071(A)) 

 
The Committee reviewed the current draft definition. The Committee requested that information 
be added to reflect that the Board licenses individuals with training in the health care arena.   
 

o Last Client Activity (A.A.C. R4-26-106(C)) 
 
Board staff researched the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, to ascertain similar rules 
that psychologists may already follow; however, none were located.   It was the consensus of the 
Committee to indicate that the last client activity was the last date of direct clinical contact from 
the psychologist.  
 

o Supervisor (A.R.S. §32-2071) 
 
The Committee discussed removing a draft definition for “secondary supervisor.”   While 
Committee members noted that the current statute currently refers to two supervisors, it was the 
consensus of the Committee not to create a separate definition for secondary supervisors due to its 
redundancy.  
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6.  DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION, AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING COMMENTS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE BOARD PERTAINING TO DRAFT RULES 
 
  The Committee discussed submitting the draft rules to the full Board for review and approval at the August 

meeting. Following the Board’s review and incorporation of any changes recommended by the Board, the 
draft rules will be posted on the Board’s website with an opportunity for informal public comment.  

    
7.  SCHEDULE NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING, AS NECESSARY 
  
 Board staff will contact Committee members to identify a date/time for the next Committee meeting.  
 
8.   AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
 No new items were identified for future meetings by Committee members. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT  

 
There being no further business to come before the Committee, Dr. Bohanske made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Dr. DiBacco.  Motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 2:09 p.m. 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Ramona N. Mellott, Ph.D. 
       Chair 
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