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Telepractice Committee 
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 
TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

 
October 31, 2012 

 
1400 West Washington, Ste. 230 

Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 

1.   CALL TO ORDER  
 
The regular session of the Arizona State Board of Psychologist Examiners Telepractice Committee was 
called to order by Chairman Bohanske at 7:31 a.m. on October 31, 2012.  
 

2.   ROLL CALL  
 

Committee Members Present                                  Staff Present 
Bob Bohanske, Ph.D – Chair    Dr. Cindy Olvey, Executive Director 
Janice Brundage, Ph.D    Heather Duracinski, Licensing Coordinator 
Frederick Wechsler, Psy.D                                                 

                                     Attorney General’s Office 
                                                                          Jeanne Galvin, Esq. 

 
3.   DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION, AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE 

AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION’S DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE 
PRACTICE OF TELEPSYCHOLOGY RELEASED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT AND 
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDAITONS TO THE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGIST EXAMINERS 
FOR COMMENT 

  
Dr. Bohankse provided a summary to the Board stating that the American Psychological Association 
(APA) has drafted guidelines for the practice of telepsychology and the draft guidelines are open for 
comment by regulatory Boards. Dr. Olvey stated that APA will be drafting regulatory guidelines for 
regulatory Boards. Dr. Bohanske stated that the draft guidelines include a section that requires 
jurisdictions to be responsible for their licensees regardless of the jurisdiction in which practice occurs.   
Dr. Olvey stated that the Association for State and Provincial Psychology Boards (ASPPB) is also 
suggesting that psychologists, who intend to practice telepsychology, be required to obtain a certificate to 
practice telepsychology.  Committee members expressed that the draft guidelines presented by APA are 
vague and not specific.  

http://www.psychboard.az.gov/


 
4.   DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION, POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING A.R.S. §36-3601 

PERTAINING TO DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE THROUGH TELEMEDICINE; AND 
POLICY REGARDING THE USE OF TELEMEDICINE ISSUED BY THE ARIZONA 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES, DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
SERVICES 

 
Dr. Wechsler summarized stating that the Department of Health Services (DHS) has a policy that states 
that the treating healthcare provider must be licensed in the state in which the patient resides.  Board 
members asked Ms. Galvin to provide a legal view of A.R.S. §§36-3601-36-3604 and DHS’s policy. 
 
Ms. Galvin stated that psychologists are included in A.R.S. §§36-3601-36-3604, which pertains to 
telemedicine. Ms. Galvin opined that only psychologists who are contracted with DHS are required to 
follow their policies regarding telemedicine. Committee members stated that this statute has been 
effective since November 1, 2001. Committee members asked Ms. Galvin if there have been any legal 
ramifications pertaining to the statute. Ms. Galvin stated that to her knowledge there have not been any 
legal ramifications.  
 
Committee members expressed concern that the majority of psychologists more than likely are not aware 
of A.R.S. §§36-3601-36-3604.  Dr. Wechsler made a motion, seconded by Dr. Brundage, to recommend 
to the full Board that A.R.S. §§36-3601-36-3604 be listed on the Boards website. The motion carried 3-0. 
Ms. Galvin suggested placing a disclaimer on the Boards website stating that the statutes listed on the 
Boards website is not an all-inclusive list as there may be other overarching statutes that pertain to 
healthcare professionals and are not listed on the Boards website.  
 
Committee members asked Ms. Galvin if the Board can incorporate the DHS telemedicine policies in 
rule. Ms. Galvin stated that the Board does not have statutory authority to include telepsychology in rule.  
The Board must be given that authority in statute.  Committee members expressed concern that regulatory 
boards’ current and future policies pertaining to telehealth may not coincide with DHS current and future 
policies on telemedicine. It was the consensus of the Committee to recommend to the Board that when 
guidelines are developed for telepsychology that they are aligned with DHS policies.  It was the 
consensus of the Committee to forward the DHS statute pertaining to telemedicine to the full Board.  
 
Committee members discussed the definitions of E-Health (telephone, video, electronic) and M-Health 
(mobile application issues on smart phones).  Committee members discussed the current statutes 
regarding supervised work experience for applicants pertaining to the amount of time supervision can 
occur electronically.  The Committee also discussed confidentiality when technology is used. 
 
Committee members discussed the Arizona Psychological Association (AzPA) seminar scheduled for 
November 3, 2012, pertaining to legislation. Dr. Wechsler made a motion, seconded by Dr. Bohanske, to 
move this forward to the Board. The motion carried.  

 
5.   DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION, AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING NEXT STEPS 

FOR THE TELEPRACTICE COMMITTEE  
 
 It was the consensus of the Committee to continue to address the issue of telepschology. The 

Committee will make a presentation to the Board at the next Board meeting and inquire whether the 
Board would like to submit comments on APA’s draft guidelines regarding telepsychology.     

 
6.   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 

 
The Committee did not schedule a future meeting at this time. The Committee will continue to develop 
recommendations for presentation at future Board meetings. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

   
  There being no further business to come before the Committee, Dr. Brundage made motion, seconded by 

Dr. Wechsler to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 a.m. The motion carried 3-0. 



 
    

Respectfully submitted, 
 

   
       ____________________________________ 
       Bob Bohanske, Ph.D.     Date 

      Committee Chairman 
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